
1790 Nov. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Preparatory Committee meetings of the Par-
ties to the Treaty. The United States is com-
mitted to working to ensure that the 2000
NPT review Conference will further
strengthen the NPT and reinforce global nu-
clear nonproliferation objectives. Since the
1995 NPT Conference, eight additional
states have joined the NPT, leaving only five
states worldwide currently outside the NPT
regime. The NPT Exporters (Zangger) Com-
mittee added China to its membership in
1997.

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) con-
tinued its efforts to upgrade control lists and
export control procedures. NSG members
confirmed their agreement to clarifications
to the nuclear trigger list to accord with trig-
ger list changes agreed to by the members
of the NPT Exporters (Zangger) Committee,
and the International Atomic Energy Agency
published these understandings on Septem-
ber 16, 1997. The NSG also is actively pursu-
ing steps to enhance the transparency of the
export regime in accordance with the call in
Principles 16 and 17 of the 1995 NPT Review
and Extension Conference.

The NSG held an export control seminar
in Vienna on October 8 and 9, 1997, which
described and explained the role of the NSG
(and the Zangger Committee) in preventing
nuclear proliferation. The NSG also contin-
ued efforts to enhance information sharing
among members regarding the nuclear pro-
grams of proliferant countries by (1) ‘‘offi-
cially’’ linking the NSG members through a
dedicated computer network allowing for
real-time distribution of license denial infor-
mation, and by (2) creating a separate session
for exchange of information on the margins
of the NSG plenary meeting.

NSG membership will increase to 35 with
the acceptance of Latvia. The ultimate goal
of the NSG is to obtain the agreement of
all suppliers, including nations not members
of the regime, to control nuclear and nuclear-
related exports in accordance with the NSG
guidelines.

Expenses
Pursuant to section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), I re-
port that there were no expenses directly at-
tributable to the exercise of authorities con-

ferred by the declaration of the national
emergency in Executive Order 12938 during
the semiannual reporting period.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 12, 1997.

Remarks at a Democratic Governors’
Association Reception
November 12, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Loretta.
Thank you, Katie. Thank all of you who had
anything to do with this fundraiser. This is
an exercise of true affection because Howard
Dean would probably win next year if none
of us gave him a penny. [Laughter] But I
am delighted to be here.

Senator Leahy and I were standing back
there when Howard was giving his remarks,
and he said he suffered through 16 years of
Republican leadership, the deficit was going
up before I came in. And I said, ‘‘You know,
Pat, it was really only 12 years; it just seemed
like 16.’’

I’d like to say a special word of thanks,
too, to Senator Pat Leahy, who is truly one
of the finest people in the entire United
States Congress and one of the most effec-
tive. Whether the issue is economic policy,
agriculture policy, social policy, foreign pol-
icy, his passion to remove the scourge of
landmines from the Earth, Pat Leahy is al-
ways there. And we can be proud that he
represents not only the State of Vermont but
all of America very well.

I’d also like to say that whatever it is that
Howard Dean knows, or whatever it is that
he eats for breakfast every morning, if I could
give it to every other Democratic office hold-
er and would-be office holder, we would im-
mediately become the majority in the Con-
gress and we would have about 35 Gov-
ernors. I have to tell you, I think a big part
of it is just producing for people, actually
doing what you say you’re going to do at elec-
tion time. And I very much appreciate what
he said about what we’ve tried to do here
in Washington.

I love to do fundraisers and events for
Democratic Governors or the Democratic
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Governors’ Association in Washington be-
cause one of the things that I learned when
I moved to Washington and what I feared
was that people don’t think that those of us
who have been Governors exist out there.
And we might as well be in a zoo somewhere.

When I came to Washington, I would read
editorials from the prominent newspapers
saying that if you cared about the deficit and
crime and welfare, you were stealing Repub-
lican issues. And I said, now, wait a minute.
The last time I checked, the debt of this
country quadrupled under a Republican
President, crime was going up when I took
office, and the welfare rolls were expanding.
And since I’ve been in office, we’ve cut the
deficit by 92 percent, crime has gone down
every year, and the welfare rolls have
dropped by 3 million. I think those are Amer-
ican issues the Democratic Party has done
very well on, and I don’t understand all this.

Out in the country, you know, Democrats
care about the deficits and welfare reform
and safe streets. And you know what? Demo-
crats care about them in Washington, too.
We passed a crime bill in 1994 overwhelm-
ingly with Democratic support, with a little
Republican support. We passed the eco-
nomic program in 1993 only with Democrats.
And we began the welfare reform effort
through the executive branch, as Howard
Dean said, then I vetoed two bills first be-
cause I refused to take away the guarantee
of health care and nutrition from children
and I wanted to have enough money for child
care if we were going to require people to
go to work. So we got it right and the results
were good for America, and I’m proud of
that.

But one last point I want to make, this
has been a very good year for the United
States in Washington. We had an enormous
effort to pass the balanced budget that has
things that I think every Democrat in this
country and every American ought to be
proud of. It’s the biggest investment in health
care for poor children since 1965—Howard
talked about that—biggest investment in
education since 1965; biggest investment in
helping open the doors of college to all
Americans since the GI bill 50 years ago; sub-
stantial reforms of Medicare, including ef-
forts to improve what we’re doing in diabetes

that the diabetes foundation says are the
most important advances in the care of dia-
betes since insulin was developed 70 years
ago. We have added 12 years to the Medicare
Trust Fund and given our seniors more
choices. This was a big deal.

We also are working on expanding NATO
to ensure our partnership in security in Eu-
rope. We’ve passed the Chemical Weapons
Convention, a big issue. One of the big dis-
putes we’re having with Saddam Hussein
now and these inspectors is that these inspec-
tors in Iraq have found enough potential
chemical, biological, and incipient nuclear
technology, more than was destroyed in the
Gulf war. We want to wipe the prospect of
chemical warfare off the face of the Earth.
We don’t want a bunch of terrorists with lab-
oratories in briefcases going from airport to
airport wreaking havoc in the world of the
21st century that our children will live in.
We took a big step toward that. So this has
been a good year.

But in addition to my affection for Gov-
ernor Dean and my gratitude to the people
of Vermont for voting for Bill Clinton and
Al Gore twice by big margins and my desire
to help members of my party, I want—I think
it’s very important that you understand that
even though sometimes I get the feeling
around here many people don’t remember
that the Governors or the mayors or the
county officials, for that matter, are really out
there doing a lot of things—the Governors
are especially important for the strategy that
I’m pursuing for America to succeed.

We got $24 billion for children’s health;
that’s good. What’s step two? The Governors
have to design a program that works. And
I promise you every Governor with any sense
in this country without regard to party is
going to wonder what Howard Dean is going
to do with the money because they know that
Vermont has done the best job of expanding
health care coverage for children. So it mat-
ters who the Governor is.

You can put more money into education,
but the Governors have to decide how it’s
going to be spent. We won a huge battle,
which we’re going to be really highlighting
in the next couple of days when we sign the
appropriations bills, to get the Congress,
after months and months of contentious
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fighting, to embrace the notion that we ought
to have national standards of academic excel-
lence and national exams in reading and
math for elementary students and eighth
graders. But what happens afterwards? Edu-
cation is the primary province of the States.
The Federal Government can facilitate na-
tional excellence in education; the Governors
have to ensure it.

In the environment, we’re trying to clean
up 500 toxic waste dumps and prove we can
have clean air, clean water, and safe food and
grow the environment. We can provide
funds, we can have Federal standards, but
in the end, the specific work is largely done
in the States.

And as we move into this new era where
we have to have more flexibility, more part-
nerships, and more common sense, in which
we want to reject the kind of ideological false
choices we’re often confronted with in the
political debates here, the partnership that
exists and the quality of it and the quality
of the people that do the work at the State
level—the partnership with the Federal Gov-
ernment will be critical in terms of how
Americans actually get to live and what kind
of world our children actually grow up in.
That’s what this is about.

So in so many ways the governorship is
more important than ever before. We have
tried to give more responsibility to the States.
We’ve also tried to give them more things
to do. And it has succeeded in places like
Vermont, which have had visionary leader-
ship.

I can only hope and pray that every Gov-
ernor will do the job that I know that he
will do in health care, in education, in the
environment, in building a solid future for
our children. You’re going to help him to do
it by your presence here tonight, and I’m
very grateful to you.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 p.m. in the
Colonial Room at the Mayflower Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Loretta Bowen, legislative
and political director, Communications Workers
of America; Gov. Howard Dean of Vermont, chair,
and Katie Whelan, executive director, Democratic
Governors’ Association.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
November 12, 1997

Well, I hardly know what to say. [Laugh-
ter] You have unwittingly uncovered how
Elizabeth came to be appointed an ambas-
sador. In 1992, these 10 guys came to see
me from Washington, and they said, ‘‘If you
can make Smith Bagley hush for 3 years, we’ll
support you for President.’’ [Laughter] I’ll
never look at you the same again. I’ll always
think of you as the president of the American
Women’s Club, for the rest of my life.
[Laughter]

I can see, this is going to be on Pat Robert-
son’s television show tomorrow night.
There’s something brewing here. [Laughter]

I’d like to thank Smith and Elizabeth, first
of all, for opening their home to us. This is
a beautiful, beautiful place, and a very inter-
esting place. I got a little history of the house
tonight. If you haven’t gotten it, I think you
should. I’d also like to thank you, Elizabeth,
for your truly extraordinary service in Por-
tugal. You did a great job, and I’m grateful.
And thank you for making Hillary and Chel-
sea feel so welcome over there.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have not a long
talk to give tonight. I’m feeling rather nostal-
gic today. We were talking around the
table—I spoke today, earlier, at the memorial
service for Congressman Walter Capps, who
was a particular friend of mine because his
daughter, Laura, has worked for me for sev-
eral years and used to work as George
Stephanopoulos’ assistant. So she was literally
in the room next to the couple of rooms I
occupy along with the Oval Office in the
White House.

He was about 62 years old and only served
10 months in Congress. He was a college pro-
fessor for over three decades, and he got
elected in ’96, after having been defeated in
’94. But he was a wonderful, wonderful
human being and a very close friend of ours.
And he, like me, absolutely idolized his
daughter, and so he used to hang around the
White House all the time—even when Con-
gressmen shouldn’t have been there—just to
catch a glimpse of his sweet child.

All these eulogies today were talking about
how Walter Capps was always in a good
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